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Robert (Bob) Allen Bracken 
1959-2013 


Bob Cermak 

with contributions from Christina Lewis, 
Mark Gawn, Robert Lee and other OFNC and 
Club des ornitholoques de I’Outaouais members 



On July 14, 2013 the Ottawa-Field Naturalists’ Club lost a friend and long-time (32 
years) member. 


Bob Bracken made a huge contribution to the naturalists’ community in Ottawa. 
Many will remember his passion, his wide knowledge and his willingness and 
enthusiasm to share it. 
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His friend and long-time partner Christina Lewis reflected: 

“In 1975 Bob’s mother signed him up for the OFNC’s Macoun Field Club. Though 
interested in science and nature from a very young age, Bob’s experiences with the 
Macoun Club were what really started him along his path to becoming a serious 
naturalist. 

“Bob told me his first ‘real’ birding experience was in 1977 with the Gawn brothers, 
Mark and Simon. Birding led to other interests . . . butterflies, botany, fish. etc. In 
the 1980s to early 1 990s Bob did contract work as a field biologist for a variety of 
government and private organizations and became somewhat of a specialist in 
wetlands. He also participated in annual Seedathons, Fall and Christmas Bird Counts, 
Butterfly Counts, led numerous field trips for the OFNC and received Member of the 
Year Award (1995). Bob continued to be an active birder and naturalist until the day 
he passed away.” 

Bob’s introduction to leading OFNC field trips happened unexpectedly on his very 
first excursion to the Derby Hill hawk watch back in the late 1970s when trip leader 
Steve O'Donnell handed the microphone over to him and encouraged him to talk 
about hawks to a bus-load of participants. Since then. Bob led or co-led OFNC field 
trips in the Ottawa area for a myriad of natural history subjects including botany, fish, 
mudpuppies, molluscs, butterflies, damselflies and dragonflies as well as birding 
excursions farther afield to Chaffey’s Locks, Presqu’ile, Point Pelee and Derby Hill. 

He and Christina Lewis received the 2001 Anne Hanes Natural History Award for 
their remarkable studies and publications on the dragonflies and damselflies of the 
Ottawa region. They published “A Checklist of the Dragonflies and Damselflies of 
Ottawa-Hull” in 1998 and updated it in 2008. 

From 1996-2013 Bob and Christina actively contributed to the knowledge of, and 
interest in, the dragonfly and damselfly species of the Ottawa-Gatineau area and 
helped many OFNC members pursue their own interest in these amazing insects. 

They wrote four articles in ‘Ontario Odonata’ (an annual publication of the Toronto 
Entomologists’ Association from 1999-2007): First records for dragonflies in Otlawa- 
Carleton and Prescott-Russell Counties and articles about the Odonata of the 
Britannia Conservation Area. 

Mark Gawn spoke about his friend: 

“1 have Birder Bob stories but there was much more to Bob than birds, so my story is 
not about Birder Bob. it is about Botany Bob. One summer I had the good fortune to 
work with Bob, undertaking natural history surveys of sites in Southern Ontario. I 
was out of my depth; the birds 1 knew, but everything else was a big, green mystery. 
Not so with Bob. There was not a bush, fern, flower or tree that Bob could not 
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identify. But it wasn’t just the skill and the knowledge, it was the passion. And this is 
what I remember; one day we were wading through a particularly virulent patch of 
Stinging Nettle when Bob gasped: ‘spleenwort!’ Fearing a medical emergency, I 
looked over and saw him excitedly dashing off to inspect a distant stand of ferns, 
which proved indeed to be a stand of Ebony Spleenwort, a rather ordinary looking 
pteridophyte. But not for Bob. Every fern, was a combination of artistic masterpiece 
and ecological marvel, two facets of the natural world which he was always willing to 
share. And this is how I will always remember Bob: teacher, artist, naturalist.” 

Robert Lee, long time member and current Committee chair of the Macoun Club for 
Young Naturalists reflected: 

"Looking through old issues of the Macoun Field Club’s annual publication. The 
Little Bear , I see that Bob Bracken was a member during his high-school years, from 
1975 to 1979. Bob was deeply involved in exploring the natural history of the 
Macoun Club’s nature-study area, which was then on the outskirts of Ottawa. He had 
mapped out the occurrence of ferns and orchids over that square mile of diverse 
habitats. In The Little Bear (1978) he published ‘Birds of the Macoun Study Area.’ 

"In addition to the many regular field trips, in those days the Club had special trips far 
afield, and also week-long canoe trips. Reading his fellow members' accounts now I 
can see that Bob seemed to be a big part of their fun and adventuring. He wrote 
articles on what he had seen on these camping trips: ‘Flowers of La Verendrye 
Provincial Park’ (1977), ‘Ferns and Their Allies [of La Verendrye]’ (1978). 
‘Pteridophytes [of Algonquin Provincial Park]’ (1979), and ‘The Birds of Cap 
Tourmente and the area between Baie-Ste-Catherinc and Les Escoumins’ (1979). 
These were annotated lists with long discussions of his subjects’ habitat, biology, and 
abundance. 

"In ‘Pteridophytes’ he revealed what these things meant to him personally: ‘I made 
some interesting discoveries with a canoe and pack on my back. It was from beneath 
a bobbing thwart, framed by two gunnels, that I saw the first New York and Hay- 
scented Ferns, and when, nearing the end of a lengthy portage, I spied the frond of a 
Silvery Spleenwort, I was so pleased I felt that I could have gone on for a few more 
miles.’ 

“In later years, I joined Bob on a couple of field trips (ferns and butterflies) and 
recognized him as a fine naturalist.” 

The Club dcs ornitholoques de I’Outaouais (the Outaouais bird club) recognized Bob 
with an article originally written in French, translation provided here by Marie 
Bedard, for their quarterly newsletter L 'Ornitaouais. 
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Some excerpts: 


In Memory of Bob Bracken, a Birdwatcher, Naturalist, Colleague, and Friend 
from the Ottawa Field Naturalists Club 

With contributions from Daniel St-Hilaire, Frederic Bedard and Langis Sirois 

“From his youth, along with his friends, Bob was deeply interested in birds, and more 
generally in everything to do with the environment. Many of us were fortunate 
enough to meet Bob, who was an expert birdwatcher, and an experienced and very 
active naturalist. 

“Bob was passionate about birds and about natural sciences more generally. 

“Langis Sirois began birding with Bob a few years after coming to Ottawa in 1972. 
What struck Langis the most about Bob was his keen sense of observation and his 
intuitive intelligence. He was impressed by his ability to detect a bird and identify it 
quickly by sight or by ear. Langis remembers well, during the 1980 Ottawa-Gatineau 
Christmas Bird Count, that Bob identified a Black-legged Kittiwake before Langis 
even had time to see the bird. 

“Bob was an enthusiastic participant in every one of our Ottawa-Hull/Gatineau 
Christmas Bird Counts. He also filled out many of our bird observation checklists, 
contributing greatly to the richness of our observation databank. 

“He was much appreciated as a highly skilled bird watcher who often found unusual 
bird species and quickly, effectively and generously alerted the birding community in 
our area. 

“Bob’s wonderful qualities and knowledge will live on in our memories, and in our 
enjoyment and conservation of the natural world.” 
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Gordon James Pringle 
1944-2013 


Bob Cermak 

with contributions from OFNC members Larry Neily, Chris Traynor 
and Martha (Pringle) McFaul 



On February 3, 2013, the Ottawa-Field Naturalists’ Club lost a friend and long-time 
member. Gordon Pringle was active for over 30 years on the Birds Committee and 
the Bird Records Subcommittee. He was the devoted and accomplished chainnan of 
the Club’s Bird Records Subcommittee for many years, until the day he died. In 1987 
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the Club recognized Gordon’s contributions by presenting him with the George 
McGee Service Award, “For doing all aspects of Birds Committee work over many 
years.” 

Gordon’s friend Larry Neily wrote an In Memoriam piece in the Canadian Listers’ 
Corner (CLC) 201 3 issue: 

“I met Gordon in 1984, when 1 first came to Ottawa, and he quickly became my best 
friend. Gordon’s muscular dystrophy had progressed by then to where he needed a 
driver and since I had no car, we embarked on a mutually beneficial birding 
relationship. Gordon introduced me to birding and birders in Ottawa. We had many 
memorable adventures, even trying a Big Day once or twice. Despite obvious 
limitations on where he was able to go, Gordon was able to get 291 species in the 
Ottawa Checklist Area and count 413 species on his A[merican] B[irding] 
Association] Wheelchair Lifelist. Remarkable when you think how many species 
require a hike off the beaten path. 

“Gordon was remarkable in many other ways. He worked for many years with the 
mineralogy section of the Geological Survey of Canada and even had a mineral 
named after him, Pringleite. His last project there involved the creation of software to 
identify minerals from thin sections. 

“He worked very hard to bring the Ottawa birding community together. For many 
years he chaired bird committees and provided solid leadership and positive guidance. 
And he always had projects. One of the largest was the collection, organization, 
preservation and dissemination on the Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club's website of all 
the rare bird reports, photos, committee minutes and relevant information available, 
back to the first records. This project could be used as a model by other rare bird 
committees, but they will need someone like Gordon to drive it. 

“He and his equally exceptional wife, Judy, were always helping other people. They 
gave their time freely to church, charities, community and especially friends and 
family. They raised two wonderful daughters, both married with children of their own 
now. So Gordon and Judy’s home, in more recent years, was often blessed with the 
presence of grandchildren. 

4 

“Gordon was one of the most sound and well-rounded people 1 have ever met. He 
could talk at length on any subject, and we often did over a rum or two. The world 
has lost a great man.” 

Gordon’s daughter Martha reflected on her dad, his involvement with the club and the 
family interst in birding and natural history: 

“I have many fond memories of helping him with his bird committee work. Whether 
it W'as stapling minutes together, addressing envelopes (pre-email), helping him 
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maintain his flies (again pre-computer), birding was always such a part of our family 
dynamic. Almost every weekend when we were growing up Dad would be out with a 
birding friend (Frank Bell, Bob Bracken, Larry Neily, Marianne Bluger, Colin 
Bowen, Greg Kelly etc.). These people became part of our extended family as they 
would always stay for supper and conversation after their day together. When Dad 
could no longer drive, these people became key to him to be able to continue what he 
loved to do. We appreciate and cherish each and every person that volunteered their 
time to help him chase the birds he loved. 

"We also have memories of many trips to Derby Hill with Bruce Di Labio, and Tony 
Beck was always around as well. Not to mention the many bird counts we went on as 
a family. The soiree was also an event we enjoyed. My sister Emily was involved 
with the Macoun Club so these evenings were dual.purposed. These are memories I 
will always cherish." 

Martha was kind enough to provide a letter that Gordon wrote to be given to each of 
his grandchildren on their 12 th birthday. In it he describes how he got “bitten by the 
birding bug" and tells about his maternal family history, the Gilmores in Ward 
Settlement, New Brunswick. His grandmother, his mother and several of his mother's 
sisters were teachers. 

From the letter: 

“I am going to tell you the story of how I became obsessed with birds 
this letter to be given each of my grandchildren on their 12 th birthday, 
turn. 

“When I turned 12 on September 7, 1956, my parents gave me a Roger Tory Peterson 
‘Field Guide to the Birds of Eastern North America.’ 1 had acquired the inquisitive 
attitude of the previous generations of teachers. By now my mother and 1 were having 
long conversations about every small detail that we could observe in our world. The 
book proved to be a natural gift. 1 immediately became obsessed with preparing a list, 
for my entire lifetime, of every species of bird that I could find and correctly identify. 
The pursuit combined an appreciation of creatures of great natural beauty with the 
challenge of the hunt. A pure bonus was that this was all in the outdoors and often in 
the woods that are ingrained in my soul. 

“Some time ago, it occurred to me that there might be no better gift for my grand¬ 
children on their 12 th birthday than the same gift that enriched my own life. I do hope 
this copy of the new Peterson gives you as many hours of pure pleasure as it did me. 

With love . . . Grandpapa” 


I am writing 
It is now your 
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Chris Traynor, spent many years with Gordon on the Birds Committee and on the 
Bird Records Subcommittee. He related that “I always had the utmost respect for 
Gordon. I often called him the ‘voice of reason’ on committees because he would 
often remain silent through a discussion, wait his turn, and then hit you with pure 
logic and reasonableness. He commanded so much respect.” 

Gordon will be missed by all who had the pleasure of knowing him and sharing his 
life. 


Where to Find the Latest Information 
about OFNC Events 


The OFNC website (ofnc.ca) contains the most up-to-date information on events. 
Please check it regularly for changes or additions to events. Some events such as 
Snowy Owl viewing or Snow Goose Migrations are seasonal, making it difficult to 
schedule months in advance. 

The Club's Facebook site <http://www.facebook.com/groups/379992938552/> and 
Twitter account <@OttawaFieIdNat> will also be used to announce last minute 
changes to events. 

We also anticipate having several weather and year-dependent events that are not 
included in Trail & Landscape and will only be announced at the last minute via our 
website, Facebook and Twitter. 
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Venue Change for OFNC 
Monthly Meetings 

Events Committee 

Beginning in February 2014, our monthly meetings will be held at the Central 
Experimental Farm in the K.W. Neatby Building, Salon B, at 960 Carling Avenue. 
The Neatby Building is the largest building that faces Carling Avenue and is the one 
with the flagpole (image below from Wikipedia). ' 

There is ample free parking in the lot on the West side of Maple Drive by Carling 
Ave., immediately to the east of the main entrance to the Neatby Building. 

Anyone who is attending a monthly meeting should arrive early enough to sign in with 
security at the front desk. 
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A Winter Interlude, Lake Philippe, 
Gatineau Feb 2013 


Christian Joyce 

I skied into a winter grove, 

Just after mellow dawn. 

The gentle, even, yielding snow. 

Was soft to amble on, 

My thoughts were settled on a charge. 

To leave my city life. 

To end my urban marriage. 

And make the woods my wife. 

To leave the un-harmonic din. 

The concrete meeting places, 

The gray, unsocial gatherings. 

Of confused words and faces. 
Acquaintances who do not talk 
Of issues not their own, 

I yearned to divorce it all, 

To make the woods my home. 

For in these woods life's promises 
Seemed more true to their word. 

And me again an optimist. 

By kind bird songs restored, 

I quite forgot the urban yoke, 

The fetters round the sense. 

And from a bad dream I had woke. 

To daylight’s recompense. 

For in this sanctuary sylvan. 

One stride and then the next. 

In the constant double rhythm, 

I found a simple rest: 

A counting in the air and trees, 

This sweet, adagio day, 
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A metre in the supple breeze. 

Which on the branches played. 

I skied into a winter grove, 

Just after mellow dawn, 

The gentle, even, yielding snow. 

Was soft to amble on, 

My thoughts were settled on a charge, 
To leave my city life, 

To end my urban marriage, 

And make the woods my wife. 




“Field Notes” — OFNC’s new blog 


Lynn Ovenden 

The OFNC has a new blog called “Field Notes.” Look for it at www.ofnc.ca on the 
right side of the homepage, or by going directly to http://ofnc.wordpress.com/. 

Created and managed by Natalie Sopinka, it will feature reports on OFNC events and 
monthly meetings, news from various OFNC projects, profiles of local nature 
enthusiasts and scientists, and highlights of research on species near and dear to 
OFNC members. You can receive an email notification each time a new post is 
published to Field Notes by following the blog. Write something! If you have a story 
or photo you'd like to share, or would like to contribute to the blog, please contact 
ottawaofnc@gmail.com. 
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News from the FWG: 2013 



Christine Hanrahan 


Backyard Garden in Summer 


As another year draws to a close, it is time to reflect on all that has happened at the 
Fletcher Wildlife Garden over this year. From the expansion of and changes to some 
of our habitats, the addition of new species to our lists, to the invaluable help from 
many volunteers, much has occurred at the garden. As always, I can only give an 
overview here. Why not check out our newsletter and photo blog, for more about the 
garden in 2013 (links provided below). 


Backyard Garden and Interpretive Centre News 

Isabelle Nicol, now our Backyard Garden (BYG) manager, has been doing a first-rate 
job of overseeing the work, the volunteers, and the planning needed to make this 
section of the garden continue to be attractive to both wildlife and humans. If the 
garden appears to come by its attractiveness effortlessly, well that is the idea! But in 
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reality, enormous work goes into the maintenance of it. To give you an idea, regard 
this sentence from the 2013 BYG Report about the work needed to keep the garden 
looking good: “weeding, transplanting, thinning, battling invasive DSV [Dog 
Strangling Vine], pruning, mulching, grass cutting, edging, composting, pond 
clearing, and maintaining bird feeder and birdbath.” (Nicol and Riley 2013). 

Two major achievements this year were the creation of the Plum Bed, located at the 
far end of the garden, and a list of all plants in the BYG beds, with English, French, 
and Latin names. A group of Price Waterhouse Cooper volunteers spent a day 
helping w ith the heavy work, with the result that some things got done in double the 
time it would usually have taken. Nice to have some young strong folk to help out! 

f 

On the agenda for 2014 are myriad tasks including extending the flagstone path to the 
Plum Bed, installation ofnew r signs to identify each bed, and much more. If you 
would like to help out and have Friday mornings free from spring to autumn, we’d 
love to see you. You’ll find congenial companions and interesting work amidst a 
beautiful natural setting. Contact the FWG at either 613-234-6767 or 
fletcher@ofnc.ca. 

Earlier in 2013, we identified the need for a manager for the Interpretive Centre, as 
there are numerous tasks that need overall coordination. Fortunately, Brenda and 
Eleanor came forward offering to be co-managers for the centre. The next update will 
have a fuller account of this role. 

Events 

Motive Plant Sale. As alw ays, the sale was held on the first Saturday in June and was 
again a huge success, raising a good sum of money to help the garden continue to 
thrive. Thanks to everyone who came out and bought plants from us. Once again 
there w as a remarkable variety of plants for sale, and we may be the only plant sale in 
the city to offer exclusively native species. However, this plant sale doesn’t organize 
itself. A team of volunteers works for months beforehand to grow the plants, tend 
them in the Interpretive Centre, ensure the equipment for the sale is in good shape, 
organize volunteers for the day of the event, and so much more. Kudos and many 
thanks to these great folk w ithout whom, the sale would not happen. 

Workshops. A joint venture between the OFNC and the Ontario Entomological 
Society saw a well-attended “Bug Day” held at the garden in early September, with 
about 800+ participants. In early November a workshop on crane flies was held at the 
FWG. led by crane fly expert, Fenja Brodo. One of our own volunteers, Barry 
Cottam, led a photography workshop at the garden in early auturmn, the very striking 
results of which can be seen here: http://www.pbase.com/fwg/photo_workshop_2013. 


15 





Corporate and Other 
Volunteers. Each year 
different corporate 
volunteer programs 
offer their services to 
us for a day or two. 
Teams of people arrive 
early, eager to work, 
and accomplish a great 
deal in a short time. 

No wonder we love to 
have them. Price 
Waterhouse Cooper 

has been a consistent source of volunteers for some years now. In 2013, as noted 
above, they helped in the BYG and later transplanted a number of plants to the 
Butterfly Meadow. 


Bug day at FWG. Photo by Diane Lepage. 


Tours. Two garden 
clubs were given tours 
of the garden by our 
volunteers in the 
spring: the Ottawa 
Horticultural Society 
and the Corkery 
Garden Club. This is a 
great way to spread the 
word about gardening 
for wildlife and using 
native plants. 
Participants were 
enthusiastic, asked a 
lot of questions, and 
took away some good 
information about 
gardening with wildlife 
in mind. 


On August 19-20, a group of four Stewardship Rangers arrived to help at the garden. 
They were enthusiastically welcomed and immediately set to work. As Barry noted: 
“Monday morning was the most fun, since a number of dead trees needed to be taken 
out and sawn up, invasives cut and removed and the ground cleared” (Cottam 2013). 
The group also dug up, of all things, an old horseshoe! Barry rather hopefully said. 
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"maybe it will bring us luck and we'll never have to deal with DSV in that spot 
again!” IBID. 

On September 23, Renate’s Environmental Studies class of 80 students, from Carleton 
University, spent the day helping to control invasive species. They were split into 
five teams lead by OFNC/FWG volunteers (10 in all). Work was undertaken in the 
Butterfly Meadow and a section of the Old Field. Many mountains of Dog-strangling 
Vine (DSV) and buckthorn were removed and mulch spread around trees and shrubs 
to keep the invasives from immediately coming back. 

Reading About the FWG 

“The Power of a Small Green Place: A Case Study of Ottawa's Fletcher Wildlife 
Garden,” the doctoral thesis by long-time FWG volunteer. Renate Sander-Regier, is 
now available and makes for extremely interesting reading: 
http://www.ruor.uottawa.ca/en/handle/10393/24219. 

Barry Cottam wrote a very interesting synopsis of the history of the FWG. for the 
Friends of the Farm Newsletter, Fall 201 3. 

Butterfly Meadow 

Under the leadership of Diane Fepage, the Butterfly Meadow continued to expand in 
2013. Some of the older areas are now looking very full and lush. A huge swathe of 
Monarda fistulosa , a native beebalm, and a great drift of coneflowers, both planted in 
2012, was a riot of colour this year, and alive with bumble bees, honey bees, sweat 
bees and a host of other insects. 

Regular work by the Wednesday evening volunteers contributes to the very successful 
evolution of the site, with planting, maintenance, creation of new sections, and much 
more. As well, groups of outside volunteers, as noted above, helped with a lot of the 
heavier work. If you would like to help with the ongoing work in this beautiful part of 
the FWG, drop by the Interpretive Centre, Bldg. 138, on Wednesday evenings at 
6:00 p.m. from late spring to early autumn. Check the FWG website 
( www.ofnc.ca/fletcher.php ) in spring for details about the 2014 work season. 

The new Butterfly Meadow kiosk established in the summer, gives us a place to 
provide information about Monarch butterflies, Monarch waystations, and creating 
gardens for butterflies and other beneficial insects. We have put our official Monarch 
Waystation sign there. To see photos of Monarch butterflies nectaring on different 
species of flowers, check out our Phase photo galleries dedicated to Monarchs and 
milkweeds: www.pbase.com/fwg/monarch_waystation. 
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Ash Woods 



At the south end of the Ash Woods, something new has appeared. While it is 
attractive enough to be mistaken for an art installation, it is really an insect hotel, built 
by Sandy. This was generated by a wonderful article about all types of bee condos, 
insect hotels, or whatever one wishes to call these intriguing structures: 
inspirationgreen.com/insect-habitats.html. Our FWG text blog also has a couple of 
articles about building these helpful homes for insects: 

http://fletcherwildlifegarden.wo rdpress. co m/2013/04/12/bee-boxes-hou ses-condos- 
and-hotels/. 


Invasive Species 

The Tuesday Invasive Species Group (TISG), continued, primarily with Barry, 
Hedrik and Geoff in attendance. They focused more on cutting back DSV on a 
regular basis around selected sites, such as the young hackberry trees near the Birch 
Grove, and the Butterfly Meadow. Mowing took place in mid-summer at several 
areas, particularly in a section of the New Woods, just south of the pond. 
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Tony continues his work of removing buckthorn from around the garden. This shrub 
has the uncanny ability to grow suddenly and quickly when one’s back is turned! 

Well, not really, but that is how it sometimes seems. Nonetheless, Tony and various 
volunteers over the years, have done a stellar job in keeping up with this serious 
invasive. 

Plants and Animals 
Birds 

A new species was added to our FWG bird list on May 7, when a Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher made a brief appearance near the Butterfly Meadow. I was first alerted 
by its song but soon saw the bird as it darted from tree to tree before flying off, 
though not before 1 snagged a couple of poor quality photos. As far as 1 know, it was 
not seen again. 

Two new nesting species were found this year: an Eastern Phoebe raised two broods, 
while a pair of Red-breasted Nuthatches settled on a cavity in the Ash Woods, but it 
seems after busily excavating the site, they abandoned it. 

American Kestrels returned and nested at the garden, after an absence of some years. 
House Wrens raised two families and were very much in evidence around the Old 
Field and Butterfly Meadow. Green Herons were likewise a pretty common sight 
again this year. We were the happy recipients of some new nest boxes. Bruce Burns 
made and donated four in the spring (they were immediately snapped up by Tree 
Swallows). In the autumn, Nepean High School gave us six nest boxes which will be 
erected in spring. 

Regular visitors to the garden will know that we maintain two bird feeders from 
autumn through spring. One is located in the Backyard Garden, the other on the south 
side of the Ash Woods. Until recently. Tony did all the work filling the feeders, no 
small task. That work has now been taken over by Barry and Leslie. Thank you to 
all, for helping with this. I know the birds appreciate it, and so do human visitors to 
the garden who like to watch birds at the feeders. 

Insects 

In 2012, I wrote “butterflies were the insects of note in 2012,” and the same could be 
said for 2013, but for a very different reason. While the previous year was one of 
unprecedented numbers of migratory species, such as Red Admirals and American 
Ladies, as well as good numbers of most other common species, and the observation 
of some rarities, this year was the opposite. Not only at the garden, and in the region, 
but throughout eastern North America, reports came in of fewer butterflies being 
found. Saddest of all was the almost complete absence of Monarch butterflies 
throughout their normal range from Texas through Ontario and Quebec. I saw three 
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at the garden, others reported seeing one or two here and there, but no caterpillars 
were found at FWG in 2013. While reports of the Monarch's decline make for sober 
and very depressing reading, we can only hope that they recover over the next couple 
of years. Providing education and information about Monarchs and milkweeds 
becomes even more important. 

Although no American Snouts were observed at the garden in 2013, Giant 
Swallowtails were found by several observers over a period of three weeks in 
summer. Our first record of this species at FWG was in 2012, and it seems that there 
has been an incursion of these huge swallowtails into the region since then, with 
larvae and freshly emerged adults found around Ottawa. 

We also added a good number of other insects to our list: bugs, beetles, and flies. A 
list of insects can be found at: http://www.ofnc.ca/fletcher/flora- 
fauna/insects/indexe.php. And photos of many of them can be found on our Phase 
photo galleries: http://www.pbase.com/fwg. 

Mam m als 

Brief sightings of a Muskrat in spring, and signs of muskrat feeding in summer, were 
the only faint indications that this species had returned to the pond, although whether 
it (or they) stayed, we don’t know. No other mammal of note has been observed 
during the last year. 

Reptiles and Amphibians 

Wood frogs were heard a few times, which was encouraging because in 2012 I heard 
none. On the other hand, one early summer evening I was at the FWG and the Gray 
Treefrogs were vociferous in the pond. American Toads and Green Frogs bred this 
year, as usual, but seemingly in fewer numbers. The small pond in the Backyard 
Garden had a few' Green Frogs, as it does each year. The most I counted was five at 
one time, although in some years we’ve had up to nine in there. Probably too many 
for such a small area. 

A Snapping Turtle was seen a couple of times and one Painted Turtle, but unlike a 
few years ago when we regularly saw turtles in our pond, sightings were few and far 
between. 

Other 

Photo Galleries 

We’ve had our Phase photo galleries for over 4 14 years. Visitors to the site come 
from around the globe, and as of this writing our site has attracted 1.127,552 
viewings! There are currently 259 galleries, with over 5,000 images. Galleries cover 
insects, mammals, birds, wildflowers, a history of the FWG, and many other topics. 
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Most popular are our monthly photo blogs with contributions from many people, 
showing the garden and its wildlife through the eyes of visitors from near and far. 
Please take the lime to browse our galleries at: www.pbase.com/fwg and let us know 
what you think! 

FWG Text Blog 

We have another way of communicating with our friends and fans! Tremayne started 
a new text blog for us, where a wide variety of information is posted, from notices to 
articles. Check it out at: www.fletcherwildlifegarden.wordpress.com. 

FWG Newsletter 

After a hiatus through part of 2013, our newsletter is back with a new editor. France 
Thibodeau stepped up to offer her services, and has been doing a great job getting a 
colourful, interesting newsletter out. It is distributed electronically every two months. 
You can find all the past newsletters here: 

www.ofnc.ca/fletcher/newsletter/index.php. To be added to the mailing list, simply 
send an email to fletcher@ofnc.ca, with this request in the subject line: I would like to 
receive the FWG newsletter. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

If you would like to volunteer at the FWG, there are many ways in which you can do 
so. There is invasive species control, tree planting, or any number of other activities. 
Regular volunteer groups meet on Friday morning (BYG), Tuesday morning (Invasive 
Species), and Wednesday evening (Butterfly Meadow), spring through fall. 


The FWG is run by a 
Management Committee and 
they'd be very happy to see 
new members. You are 
welcome to drop by one of 
the regular meetings (always 
the 4 th Wednesday of each 
month, at 7:30 p.m., (7:00 
p.m. in the winter), at FWG) 
and see what the committee 
does. 

Acknowledgments: Thanks 
to those FWG volunteers who 
contributed information for 
this update. And of course. 


— 

FWG Details and Contact Information 

The FWG is located off Prince of Wales Drive on 
the Central Experimental Farm. For more 
information please visit the website at: 
www.ofnc.ca/fletcher.php. Brochures about the 
garden are available from the kiosks by the 
parking lot and in front of the Interpretive Centre. 

• FWG phone number: 613-234-6767. 

• Website, information about the FWG, Sandra 
Garland: fletcher@ofnc.ca. 

•Newsletter, France Thibodeau: fletcher@ofnc.ca 

• Bird and wildlife observations, Christine 
Hanrahan: vanessa@magma.ca 

• AAFC Security: 613-759-1985 


21 








thanks to all the FWCi volunteers who continue to make the garden a great place for 
wildlife and people. 

Photos: Christine Hanrahan, except where noted. 
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Sept-Oct. 2013. 
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Bay Ice 

Murray Citron 

In June the ice on Frobisher Bay 
Is gritty and old and hard as rocks. 

You hear it on Queen Elizabeth Way, 

When the tide comes in and grinds the blocks. 
Every day the tide comes twice 
And lifts and sags the Frobisher ice. 

Past Baffin Deli and CIBC, 

Walk on the jetty, a long way out. 

In the wind on the frozen Arctic sea. 

And turn every way, around and about. 

To watch the seals and sled dogs play 
On the gritty ice in the long bright day. 

I am back in the south'where the air is a breeze. 
And the river ice went out in March, 

And no line on the map stops the rustle of trees, 
The pine and the maple, the oak and the larch; 
But all the time I hear the tune 
Of the ice on Frobisher Bay in June. 


22 







My Experience at the 
Ontario Nature Youth Summit 2013 

Sarah Wray 

In September 2013 I was sponsored by 
the OFNC to attend the 4 th annual 
Ontario Nature Youth Summit focussing 
on biodiversity and green solutions. It 
was held over a weekend at the Geneva 
Park YMCA in Orillia. One hundred 
and four youth participated in this event, 
the biggest turn out yet! On arrival on 
Friday evening we were divided into our 
colour teams to get ready for the great 
team challenge the following day. After 
dinner and getting to know our 
teammates, we headed off to bed 
looking forward to a firn filled day on 
Saturday. 

On Saturday I had three workshops: 

Snapshot Biodiversity; Foraging Foods 
from Forests; and Slimes, Scales and 
Citizen Science. In Snapshot 
Biodiversity I learnt how to take 
pictures in different settings and to really think about what it is you are trying to 
capture and portray. My favourite workshop on Saturday was Slimes, Scales and 
Citizen Science since it was very hands-on with going and looking for reptiles and 
amphibians in the back Fields of Geneva Park. I learnt a lot about the myths and 
issues that concern specific species and the impact humans have on their population 
numbers. In the evening there were a number of university presentations introducing 
us to different programs and opportunities for the future. We also watched the movie 
“Sharkwater” which shows the problem of shark finning and how the disappearance 
of sharks would cause a huge reduction in the amount of oxygen in our atmosphere. 
During the team challenge, the green team (which I was in) won the cheer competition 
for creating a green protest. 
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On Sunday I had two more workshops: Medicinal Plants of Ontario and Birds of Prey. 
Birds of Prey was my ultimate favourite workshop since they had real birds and I 
learnt a lot about their lifestyles. Sunday was also the day Rob Stewart, the renowned 
filmmaker and conservationist, gave us an insight on his journey and future projects. 

It was really interesting to hear about his struggles and how many times his movie 
“Sharkwater” got rejected but then managed to overcome these set backs. One really 
interesting fact I learnt was that to keep our earth from getting hotter, we would need 
to leave 80 of all known oil reserves in the ground and convert to a more renewable 
energy. 


This Youth Summit 
has changed me. 

I’m a lot more 
aware of some of 
the threats and 
concerns on many 
species, not just the 
well known, but 
also the more low 
key species in 
Canada. If change 
isn’t made now, 
there will not be a 
green future. 1 hope 
to continue pursuing 

my interest in the environment and possibly look towards a career in environmental 
studies. My thanks to the OFNC for providing me with this wonderful opportunity 
and letting me pursue my interest in a greener world. 

Editor’s note: Sarah is currently a Grade 10 student at Nepean High School, very 
active in competitive soccer and numerous school activities, and an enthusiastic 
volunteer at the Fletcher Wildlife Garden. 



*fyr % 
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OFNC AWARDS 
NIGHT 


PLACE: St. Basil’s Parish Church 

940 Rex Avenue, Ottawa (GPS Address: 899 Maitland 
Avenue) 

On east side of Maitland Ave., 200 m north of the 
Queensway. 

BUS ACCESS: Bus # 85 (along Carling Ave.) and get 
off at Maitland Ave. Walk 500 m south along Maitland 
(towards Queensway). St. Basil's is on the left (east 
side). Or take bus number 156 along Maitland to St. 
Basil’s. 

ADMISSION at the door: $15, or $ 10 with a 
dessert. Children: free (no advanced ticket 
sales this year). 










Wine & Cheese Social 
Saturday, 26 April 2014, 7:00 p.m. 

• Celebrate this year’s Award winners. 

• Join us at our annual social evening and meet fellow 
area naturalists. 

• Enjoy wines, non-alcoholic punch, cheese & crackers, 
fruits & vegetables, desserts, tea & coffee. 

• Call out answers to our lighthearted nature quiz. If 
you have anything that you would like to include in 
the quiz, please bring it along. 

• Bid on silent auction items. To donate natural history 
books etc. for auction call Fenja at 613-723-2054. 

• See the new art displays. Member photographers, 
painters and other artists are invited to exhibit their 
works for attendees to judge. 

• Photo submissions: mounted works preferred, 4"x 6" 
minimum. Non-mounted is fine too: we will mount 
them on Bristol board. Bring works to St. Basil’s at 
6:00 to 6:45 p.m. on April 20. 

• We invite Macoun Field Club members and children 
(under 18 years) to bring and present natural history 
displays. 









Epitaph for a Red Squirrel 
in the suburbs 


Rosemary Anderson 

Leaping like a bird from tree to tree, 
racing through the high dense cedar hedge 
branches shaking and a flash or two of red. 

r 

Like lightning up the maple trunk 

he hides from a hawk, but 

fiercely on the ground defends his patch. 

Beautifully formed and furred with 
russet coat and pure white belly 
brightening dark winter days. 

A week or so ago, I watched him lap 
maple sap 

a welcome change from winter seed and maple buds. 

But suddenly that source of energy 
is gone. 

I found his still small body on the road today, 
hit by a car. 

A loss to me. 

Soon to be replaced 
by others, but less entertaining 
of his kind. 
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Amphibians and Reptiles of the 
Britannia Conservation Area 

Da vid Sebum' 


Dedicated to the memory of Bob Bracken (1959-2013), 
naturalist extraordinaire and a true friend of the 
Britannia Conservation Area. 

The Britannia Conservation Area (BCA), or Mud Lake as it is commonly known, in 
the west end of Ottawa is well known for its diverse bird life. Located along the 
Ottawa River (Figure 1), it contains diverse habitat and is commonly visited by 
naturalists. More detail on the site can be found in Dan Brunton’s excellent book 
Nature and Natural Areas in Canada’s Capital (Brunton 1988). 

BCA is also home to a wide array of amphibians and reptiles compared to many areas 
within the urban portion of the city of Ottawa. In late 2005, my family moved to west 
Ottawa and since then I have visited BCA on a regular basis. While 1 often take notes 
on many species I see or hear, 1 have taken more detailed notes on the amphibians and 
particularly the reptiles. Using these notes, and with information provided from other 
naturalists, 1 have compiled a list of amphibians and reptiles for the site, along with 
various observations. This is not a definitive study of the amphibians and reptiles of 
BCA, but, to use two of Bob Bracken’s favourite words (humility and perspective), 
these notes are offered with humility and they may provide some perspective on these 
fascinating creatures. 

1) Amphibians 

Salamanders ' 

Mudpuppy Family (Proteidae) 

Mudpuppy ( Necturus maculosus) 

This completely aquatic salamander is not found in the terrestrial part of BCA, but is 
found in the adjacent Ottawa River. 


1 davidseburn@sympatico. ca 
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Mole Salmander Family (Ambystomatidae) 

Blue-spotted Salamander ( Ambystoma laterale) 

This salamander is often found under woody debris. It appears to be quite rare at 
BCA and highly localized in its distribution. I have only found these salamanders 
south of Mud Lake. On 10 April, 2009, I found two individuals under logs. Later 
that month, I found one under a log on 29 April. In 2010, I found oneundera log on 
26 April. I have not found any salamanders in subsequent years despite looking. Dan 
Brunton reports that they are occasionally found (as recently as 2011) in pool filters at 
residences along Lincoln Heights Road. 

Lungless Salamander Family (Plethodontidae) 

Four-toed Salamander ( Hemidactylium scuta turn) 

Dave Moore reports finding a possible Four-toed Salamander under bark at BCA 
around 1994. This species is generally associated with sphagnum moss and is 
extremely rare in the Ottawa area. While it is possible that it was a Four-toed 
Salamander, it may have been an odd-looking Blue-spotted Salamander, or a leadback 
phase of the Redback Salamander ( Plethodon cinereus). Redbacks are more common 
in the Ottawa area, but are not known from BCA. It seems unlikely that either the 
Four-toed or Redback Salamanders are currently present at BCA. 

Frogs and Toads 

I rarely make evening visits to BCA, so I have few observations of calling frogs. 

True Toad Family (Bufonidae) 

American Toad ( Anaxyrus (formerly Bufo) americanus) 

The American Toad is relatively common at Mud Lake. It is often heard calling in 
late April and May. Dan Brunton says that calling was much louder in the past (prior 
to 2000), suggesting that the population is not as large as it once was. Dan Brunton 
also says it has been less common along Lincoln Heights Road over the last decade, 
although there seems to have been more calling in 2012 and especially 2013. 

Treefrog Family (Hylidae) 

Gray Treefrog (Hyla versicolor ) 

This species is very rare at BCA. 1 have never heard the distinctive call of this frog. 
Dan Brunton reports hearing them now and again, but not commonly. The absence of 
this species seems odd given the tree cover at the site. 

Spring Peeper ( Pseudacris crucifer ) 

I have not heard Spring Peepers at BCA, but it appears to be present in the area. Dan 
Brunton reports hearing them from east of Mud Lake. 
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True Frog Family (Ranidae) 

Bullfrog ( Lilhobates (formerly Rana) catesbeianus) 


I have heard or seen Bullfrogs 
in most years at the lake and it 
seems relatively common. 

Dan Brunton feels that this 
species is more common than 
in the past, or at least he 
notices them more. The 
tadpoles of Bullfrogs and 
Green Frogs overwinter before 
transforming and Dan Brunton 
reports that tadpoles can be 
evident in large numbers at the 
“breathing holes” by Cassels 
Street in some winters. 


Green Frog (Lilhobates (formerly Rana) clamitans) 

I have heard or seen Green Frogs in most years at the lake and it seems relatively 
common. 

Northern Leopard Frog ( Lilhobates (formerly Rana) pipiens) 

I have heard or seen Leopard Frogs in most years at the lake and it seems relatively 
common. 

2) Reptiles 

Turtles 

Snapping Turtle Family (Chelydridae) 

Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentina) 

Snapping Turtles do not bask as much as Painted Turtles so they are never seen in 
large numbers. I have observed Snapping Turtles at BCA on a number of occasions, 
and every year from 2009-20 13. Most observations have been in late April or early 
May, although my earliest observation was on 17 March, 2012. On that date the lake 
was mainly still iced over, but a very lethargic Snapping Turtle slowly came to the 
surface of the water and took a breath of air. I have seen up to four Snapping Turtles 
in a day, and Dan Brunton reports seeing up to six nesting at once at the edge of the 
soccer field by Regina Public School. Dan Brunton also reports that there was 
significant mortality of Snapping Turtles during stormwater drain upgrading during 
the mid-1990s. People reported to him seeing “numerous” dead turtles in the 
excavation trench. Subsequently there were fewer reports of Snapping Turtles in the 
Lincoln Heights subdivision. The population must consist of at least six adult females 
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but it is unclear how large the population really is. Mating Snapping Turtles can 
sometimes be seen in the lake around the boardwalk in spring. Female Snapping 
Turtles often lay their eggs in gardens around the water purification plant north of 
Mud Lake and in late summer hatchlings can sometimes be found (alive or dead) on 
the road. I found a dead hatchling there on 19 September, 2013. The area around the 
purification plant is not the only place that female Snapping Turtles lay their eggs. 

Dan Brunton reports that females have nested at the edge of the playing field south of 
Mud Lake and I found a dead hatchling on the bike path there on 24 September, 2013. 
I also found a dead hatchling near the corner of Britannia Road and Howe Street on 
26 September, 2013. When hatchlings end up on the road, even if they can avoid 
being run over, they will likely perish from heat and dehydration as they are unable to 
climb up and over the curb. If hatchlings are found on the road around BCA I would 
recommend moving them to the edge of Mud Lake. 

Pond Turtle Family (Emydidae) 

Blanding’s Turtle (Emvdoidea blandingii) 

With its bright yellow 
throat, the Blanding’s 
Turtle is a distinctive- 
looking turtle. It is 
officially listed as 
threatened, largely as a 
result of habitat loss and 
traffic mortality. It is a 
rare species at BCA as 
well. I have never seen 
more than three 
Blanding’s Turtles in a 
day. Dave Moore 

observed five individuals on 14 April, 2006 and Dan Brunton reports seeing up to 13 
Blanding’s Turtles basking in Mud Lake (ca. 2002), but has not seen more than 1-3 
individuals for the last few years. This is a species which seems to have clearly 
declined, but a few adults are commonly seen basking in spring. Possibly nesting 
success is poor and the population consists mainly of old adults that are slowly dying 
off. I certainly have not seen any small or medium sized individuals. Almost all 
Blanding’s Turtle observations are from mid-April to mid-May, but my earliest 
observation was on 6 April, 2012. 1 am aware of only one observation after the end 
of May: on 7 June, 2002, Bob Bracken and Chris Lewis saw one basking in Mud 
Lake. 

Northern Map Turtle (Graptemys geographica) 

The Northern Map Turtle is usually found in larger waterbodies, such as the Ottawa 
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River or the Rideau Lakes system. On occasion, individuals can be found in Mud 
Lake. Dave Moore saw one in Mud Lake on 15 July, 2008. The river was high that 
year and movement from the river to the lake was easier than usual. 

Painted Turtle ( Chrysemyspicta) 

The Painted Turtle is the most common turtle species at the site and likely the most 
common reptile as well. Using binoculars to scan basking objects I have counted over 
100 Painted Turtles on a number of days, usually in April or early May. Painted 

Turtles tend to bask 
more in early spring 
after their long 
hibernation. My earliest 
observation of a Painted 
Turtle at BCA was on 6 
April (2012), but lan 
Whyte has seen them as 
early as 27 March (2012; 
Whyte 2013). My latest 
observation was 8 
October (2013). Painted 
Turtles are likely active later than this in some years, as I saw 10 individuals that day. 
My maximum count is 175 in a single day (29 April, 2009), but this is an 
underestimate of even the number of turtles basking, as I did not survey the entire 
lake. Dan Brunton saw at least 3 10 individuals in a single day around the year 2000 
and 5 11 Painted Turtles on 13 April, 2012. Even that was a minimum estimate. Mud 
Lake is roughly 12-1 5 ha in surface area, so a population of 600 Painted Turtles 
would result in a density of approximately 40-50 turtles/ha. While this is impressive. 
Painted Turtles can occur at densities of over 800/ha (Ernst and Lovich 2009). 

Red-eared Slider (Trachemys scripta) 

This species is not native to 
Canada. Sliders are common in 
the pet trade and many 
unwanted turtles get released in 
natural areas. At least one 
Slider is present at BCA. Dave 
Moore saw one as early as 
2008. In 201 3, Dan Brunton 
saw a Slider basking in Mud 
Lake on 7 May and it was seen 
in the same general area up until 
at least 20 May. On 18 June, 
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2013, I found an adult female on land near the gate to the water purification plant. It 
was approximately 1:15 p.m. and the day was partly sunny and about 20°C. The 
turtle was in good condition and was 18.5 cm in plastron (bottom shell) length. The 
middle of June is prime turtle nesting season and it is possible that she was on land to 
lay eggs. Unless there is also a male Slider at Mud Lake the eggs would not be fertile. 
It is also uncertain if eggs from this species native to more southern areas, would have 
enough time to develop during Ottawa’s relatively short summer. 

Snakes 

Typical Snake Family (Colubridae) 

Common Garter Snake (Thamnophis sirtalis) 

The Common Garter Snake may be common at BCA, but I rarely see this species. I 
have only seen Garter Snakes six times at BCA: twice in 2006. once in 2007, once in 
2012 and three times in 2013 Observations occured from 11 April (2007) to 2 
October (2006). Most of my observations are of single snakes, however, on 11 April, 
2007, I encountered four Garter Snakes, three of which were formed into a mating 
ball. I also found a Garter Snake dead on the bike path just to the south of BCA on 
19 September, 2012. And on 1 7 September, 2013. 1 found one alive on the bike path. 
This snake was heading towards BCA when observed. The path is very popular with 
cyclists and getting run over by a bike may be a significant risk for snakes that move 
away from BCA. Two dead Garter Snakes were also found in 2013: one was on 
Britannia Road, just north of Salina Road on 30 August, while another was found on 
the brick pathway near the purification plant on 24 September. Dan Brunton also 
reports that there was mortality of Garter Snakes during the stormwater drain 
upgrading during the mid-1990s, with dead snakes reported from the excavation 
trench. He also noted that they were reported from the Lincoln Heights 
neighbourhood less frequently after the construction and they are still less commonly 
seen than before the construction. 

Milk Snake (Lampropeltis triangulum) 

I have never seen the beautiful Milk Snake at BCA but other naturalists have been 
luckier. Chris Lewis and Bob Bracken found an adult Milk Snake around the year 
2000 in the western portion of the site. They also found a juvenile Milk Snake under 
some fiat rocks in the same general area on 10 May, 2003. Dave Moore observed a 
Milk Snake on two occasions: 30 May, 2008 and 21 May, 2010. Both times the snake 
was seen in the northern portion of the site. 

Northern Water Snake (Nerodia sipedon) 

This species seems inexplicably rare at BCA. I have only ever found one individual. 
On 26 September, 2013, I found one dead on Cassels Street, just north of Mud Lake. 
The snake was approximately 50 cm in total length and appeared to have been 
recently run over. Chris Lewis and Bob Bracken found a live one on the western end 
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of the ridge north of Cassels Street on 19 May, 2013. And Chris Lewis and Gillian 
Mastromatteo found a smaller one on the eastern part of the ridge on 28 September. 
2013. Possibly Water Snakes are more common along the ridge north of Mud Lake 
and close to the Ottawa River (an area I rarely visit), but the lack of observations 
before 2013 is odd. 

Redbelly Snake (Storeria occipilomaculata) 

I have encountered Redbelly Snakes only three times at BCA: twice in 2006 and once 
in 2011. All of my observations were of single snakes. The observations have all 

been in spring or 
fall. Two of the 
observations were of 
snakes found dead 
on the bike path just 
to the south of BCA, 
28 April, 201 1 and 
27 September, 2006. 
My only other 
Redbelly 

observation was of a 
juvenile found on a 
trail to the east of 
Mud Lake on 2 
October, 2006. 

Chris Lewis and Bob Bracken found one under flat rocks in the western part of the 
site on 10 May, 2003, the same day they found a Milk Snake. Redbelly Snakes were 
also apparently affected by the stormwater drain upgrading of the mid-1990s. Dan 
Brunton has only seen one in the last few years, a gravid female trapped in an empty 
swimming pool along Lincoln Heights Road. In contrast he says it was easy to find 
multiple Redbelly Snakes under rocks and logs east of the lake in the 1970s. 

Smooth Green Snake (Opheodrys vernalis) 

This species is likely now absent from BCA. I have never seen one there and Dan 
Brunton reports only ever seeing one with Clarrie and Enid Frankton, near Cassels 
Gate, circa 1980. 

Conclusions 

It is hard to know if this is the definitive list of species that occur at BCA. After all, it 
was only in 2013 that the Northern Water Snake was reported. And it is unclear if 
some species still persist at BCA. It is also troubling to think that the populations of 
some species still have not recovered from the effects of stormwater drain upgrading 
20 years ago. On the other hand, water quality in the lake has definitely improved 
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since the stormwater drain upgrading now deflects polluted runoff away from the lake. 
It is also possible that snake populations remain low at BCA because of collecting. 
Chris Lewis and Bob Bracken occasionally encountered boys who had caught a snake 
and planned on taking the animal home as a pet. Most of the amphibian and reptile 
species at BCA are isolated from other populations and we often underestimate the 
effect such isolation (lack of immigration and gene flow) can have on the long term 
survival of small populations. In the interests of long term monitoring, I would 
certainly appreciate it if naturalists send me their observations of any of the 
apparently rare species of BCA. 



Figure 1. Map of the Britannia Conservation Area. Map prepared by Dan Brunton, 
origionally published in T&L (Whyte 2013). 

Photos 

Dan Brunton provided all photos with the exception of the Red-eared Slider. The 
images were taken at BCA. 
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Checklist of amphibians and reptiles from Britannia Conservation Area. Abundance 
information is largely lacking for most species and so they have simply been classed 
as common or rare. 

1) Amphibians 

Salamanders 


Mudpuppy 

Blue-spotted Salamander 
Four-toed Salamander 

Only present in Ottawa River 

Rare 

Possibly present 

Frogs and Toads 


American Toad 

Bullfrog 

Green Frog 

Gray Treefrog 

Northern Leopard Frog 

Spring Peeper 

Common 

Common 

Common 

Rare 

Common 

Rare 


2) Reptiles 


Turtles 


Blanding’s Turtle 

Painted Turtle 

Snapping Turtle 

Red-eared Slider 

Northern Map Turtle 

Rare 

Common 

Common 

Rare 

Rare 

Snakes 


Common Garter Snake 

Milk Snake 

Northern Water Snake 

Redbclly Snake 

Smooth Green Snake 

Common 

Rare 

Rare 

Rare 

Possibly extirpated; last reported 1979 
or 1980 


35 









A visit to Long Point with the 
Long Point Bird Observatory 

Rob Alvo, Bob Manson and Peter Manson 

What serious birder wouldn't take flight at the chance for a week at an isolated prime 
location during the peak of spring migration? An announcement in Bird Studies 
Canada’s, Latest News, e-newsletter read, “Are you interested in experiencing spring 
migration at the Tip of Long Point, in southern Ontario?” Rob immediately contacted 
the Long Point Bird Observatory (LPBO) to find out more. Since 1960, LPBO has 
been operating a research station at the extreme eastern tip of Long Point, where it 
studies migration (bird, bat, insect) and other aspects of natural history. It 
opportunistically opens some of its accommodations to members interested in being 
immersed in the research, education, and training programs. The point itself is the 
longest (about 40 km) freshwater sand spit in the world, is the most remote wilderness 
location in southern Ontario, and is a Globally Important Bird Area (395 species). 

We were able to join LPBO at the Tip for the minimum five-night stay from May 
15-20, but an additional 1-2 days had to be reserved on either end for weather-based 
uncertainty. The Tip is accessible only by a 1.5-hour boat trip with a probability of 
travel on any given day around 40%. We spent our initial two days birding the 700 
knr Long Point area, for which there is an excellent bird-finding guide (Ridout 2010), 
and covered about one third of its 45 sites. We spent the following six days at the Tip 
of Long Point immersed in life at LPBO. Our group total for the trip was 137 species, 
with another 24 species recorded by LPBO researchers during our stay, likely a good 
indication of how rapidly some birds pass through the area. 

Trip highlights included a Harris’s Sparrow that many other birders saw at Long Point 
Provincial Park, and a Cerulean Warbler at the Tip. The banders later caught and 
banded this bird and allowed us to release it. We had 22 warbler species on the trip, 
and Peter, a quick-learning novice, picked up 5 1 lifers. 

One of Ontario’s first bird-banding stations was founded at Point Pelee, but it was 
later moved to Long Point (McNicholl and Cranmer-Byng I 994). LPBO, the oldest 
bird observatory in the Western Hemisphere, is one of more than 30 stations that 
comprise the Canadian Migration Monitoring Network (CMMN) (Crewe et al. 2008). 
LPBO has three research stations: Old Cut, at the base of the peninsula and accessible 
by car; Breakwater, about halfway out to the tip and accessible only by boat; and, the 
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Tip. also accessible only by boat. “Old Cut” is a small forest that is excellent for 
birding. It is very close to a large marsh and the Long Point Provincial Park. A store, 
open daily from 0900 to noon (in season), is run by volunteers and sells Ridout 
(2010) and other birding goodies. 

The other parts of Long Point proper include Long Point Provincial Park, Long Point 
Crown Marsh, Long Point National Wildlife Area (NWA), Nature Conservancy of 
Canada land, and a world-famous waterfowl hunting club, The Long Point Company. 
The Tip is comprised of Transport Canada land and a provincial conservation reserve. 

The Tip Cabin sleeps six people in four single beds and one double. Our only 
neighbours were 10 researchers housed at the Tip House (the old Lighthouse keeper’s 
house), about 500 m away. We also had a visit from a privale float plane from 
Brantford whose pilot turned out to be an old high school mate of Bob’s and took him 
on a flight over the Tip, giving him an excellent view of our “study area.” 

The sandy tip itself, like Point Pelee’s, was good for gulls, terns, shorebirds, and 
waterfowl. A small viewing shelter facing the point, the “Slanty Shanty," seated the 
three of us tightly and required a scope. Walking west from the Tip, we noticed that 
as the north and south beaches got farther apart, they became separated by dunes 
sheltered from the wind by sand ridges that were much steeper on the south beach 
than on the north beach. In the vegetated dunes close to the Tip were placed 12 mist 
nets and the huge funnel-shaped Heligoland Trap, first used in Ontario at Point Pelee 
before the application of mist nets (O’Neill 2006). The Tip House was always worth 
checking because it was alive with occupied Purple Martin “apartments," Barn 
Swallows nesting under the eaves, and well-maintained busy feeders. This area had 
some of the first tall deciduous trees that incoming migrants encounter. 

The inter-beach portions of the peninsula had scattered cedar trees and ponds, the 
latter mostly overgrown by the invasive emergent plant Phragmites australis. On the 
west side of the study area adjacent to the Tip Cabin was an extensive grid of Tree 
Sw allow nest boxes that has been studied by LPBO for over 35 years. The w'ater 
levels in the Tip’s wetlands varied from no w ater to about one metre deep. One, 
directly north of the Tip Cabin and swallow grid, had a muddy area that attracted 
shorebirds. However, this was a poor spring for shorebirds there and we found only 
eight species on the entire trip, despite having checked numerous shorebird sites on 
the peninsula and mainland. The pond just south of the Tip House had Virginia Rails, 
and a rarely seen Yellow Rail was spotted there earlier this year. The small wetlands 
also housed an American Bittern and had likely been good for waterfowl earlier in the 
spring. 

Mixed forests of cedar and deciduous trees were among the first dense forest 
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encountered by birds moving west up the peninsula, providing wind protection. We 
had 11 species in one cottonwood tree. 

Both beaches would have been excellent for observing waterfowl in early spring, but 
the only species seen were White-winged and Surf Scoters, the always-late Red¬ 
breasted Merganser, and a flock of seven, normally-early. Common Mergansers. 

We maintained the two feeders at the Tip Cabin, which were visited by 17 species, 
providing excellent views of Tufted Titmouse, Red-headed Woodpecker and Red- 
bellied Woodpecker. An amazingly tame companion was a lost competition Rock 
Pigeon, according to its yellow leg band. 

We met some volunteer banders from central England, where each village hosts a 
different, though always strong, accent. We learned that a certain Dave, who had 
invited them to do some banding at his place in southern Ontario, was a “cracking 
bloke” (a fine fellow), that Britain has many more bird banders per capita than does 
North America, that most British banders are male, and that many have their own 
banding sites over and above those that are officially recognized. The highlight for 
them are the beautiful North American warblers, which they told us don't sing nearly 
as well as their drab Old World counterparts. All the researchers were very friendly 
and engaged us in their research activities, answered our questions about banding and 
migration monitoring, and gave us updates on the day’s birds they had banded or 
spotted, though we were careful to respect their time given the high intensity of their 
work. 

Recognizing amphibian calls can help you avoid wasting time trying to identify 
something that turns out not to be a bird. The calling season extends from early 
spring to late summer, with each species having its own calling period and distinct 
sound (www.carcnet.ca). Thus it was strange to hear five species calling on the same 
day, from the early Western Chorus Frog and Spring Peeper, through the mid-season 
Fowler's Toad (a lifer for all three of us) and Northern Feopard Frog, to the late- 
season Bullfrog. Salamanders don't call. 

No biting insects were active during our trip, but we checked ourselves every night for 
ticks: the tiny deer ticks and the larger wood ticks, both of which can carry diseases 
such as Lyme Disease. 

Birding the Long Point area during spring migration got us much the same birds as 
has Point Pelee, but was a totally different experience: the wilderness, greater time 
commitment, smaller area to bird once at the tip, banding activities, and the dearth of 
other birders. 
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Many thanks to Stuart Mackenzie for facilitating our trip and reviewing this article. 

For more information about the Long Point Bird Observatory visit: 

www.birdscanada.org/lpbo. 
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Coming Events 

Arranged by the OFNC Events Committee 
For further information, please check our website 
www.ofnc.ca 

PLEASE NOTE: The OFNC website ( ofnc.ca ) contains the most up-to-date 
information on events. Please check it regularly for changes or additions to events. 

The Club’s Facebook site <http://www.facebook.com/groups/379992938552/> and 
Twitter account <@OttawaFieldNat> will also be used to announce last minute 
changes to events. Note that we anticipate having several weather and year- 
dependent events that are not included in Trail and Landscape and w ill only be 
announced at the last minute via our website, Facebook and Twitter. These 
include seasonal events such as Snowy Owl viewing, the spring Snow Goose 
spectacle, Eardley Eagles and Mudpuppy Night. 

ALL OUTINGS: Field trips to natural areas in our region and beyond take place all 
year round. These events are for OFNC members and prospective members. 
Prospective members are welcome unless the notice indicates that participation is 
limited, or that bus travel is involved. Guests should be aware that, in all cases, OFNC 
liability insurance applies to OFNC members only. Times stated for events are 
departure times. Please arrive earlier; leaders start promptly. If you need a ride, please 
contact the leader. 

Please bring a lunch on full-day trips and dress according to the weather forecast and 
activity. Binoculars and/or spotting scopes are essential on all birding trips. Unless 
otherwise stated, transportation will be by car pool. 

MONTHLY M EETINGS: Beginning in February 20 14, our monthly meetings will 
be held at the Central Experimental Farm in the K.W. Neatby Building, Salon B, 
at 960 Carling Avenue. There is ample free parking in the lot on the West side of 
Maple Drive by Carling Ave., immediately to the east of the main entrance to the 
Neatby Building. 

EVENTS ORIENTED TO ALL AGES: Kids are welcome on all of our trips. We 
have highlighted particular hikes as “oriented to all ages” as these are most likely to 
be enjoyed by typical children. Depending on your child(ren)’s interests and stamina, 
please feel free to bring them along on any events. For events tailored to kids, check 
out the Macoun Field Club (http://www.ofnc.ca/macoun/index.php). 
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Tuesday 
14 January 
7:00 
Social 


7:30 p.m. 
Presentation 


Saturday 
18 January 
7:00 p.m. 
to 

10:00 p.m. 


OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

135™ ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

Location: Fletcher Wildlife Garden Interpretive Centre, off 

Prince of Wales Dr. 

The Council for 2014 will be elected at this meeting. There will 
be a brief review of the activities in 2013 and a statement of the 
Club's finances will be given. This is an opportunity to meet 
most of the Club’s executives and the chairs of the various 
committees, and to find out what makes your Club tick. 

The business meeting will be followed by a slide show 
prepared by Yossi Leshem (Israel) on his recent trip to 
Canada for Birdlife International Congress in June 2013. 

Refreshments will be served. 


MEMBERS' PHOTOGRAPHY NIGHT 
‘Oriented to all ages* 

Leaders: Barry Cottam and Hume Douglas 

Meet: Fletcher Wildlife Garden Interpretive Centre, off Prince of 

Wales Dr. 

If you take pictures on Club outings or on your own, this is your 
opportunity to share some natural history shots with fellow 
members. The mix of different topics and different voices makes 
for an enjoyable evening. Contributions may be up to 15 images 
(natural history related). We can handle conventional slides as 
well as most digital presentations (i.e., images on a flash-drive). 
We would like you to speak briefly about your images, but that is 
not a requirement. If you would like to show photos, please 
contact Hume Douglas (humedgl (at) gmail.com) so that we can 
organize the presentations. Otherwise, please just come and 
enjoy! 
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Saturday 
25 January 
8:30 a.m. 
to 

12:00 

noon 


MICROSCOPY WORKSHOP 
Leader: Paul Hamilton 

Meet: Canadian Museum of Nature (Research and Collections 
facility, 1740 Pink Road, Gatineau). 

The use of microscopes or magnified imaging systems has been 
relevant since the late 1700s and still is our primary tool for 
examining the biological and geological worlds. How do 
microscopes work? What makes a good microscope or 
magnifying system? What are some of the limitations with using 
microscopes? How do we evaluate and use a microscope? This 
workshop will examine these questions and how to effectively 
access the optical quality of different microscopes. Please 
register with Paul (613-838-4943 or phamilton@mus-nature.cai), 
and mention if you need a ride to the museum. The workshop is 
limited to 10 participants. 


Saturday 
8 February 
6:30 a.m. 
to 

7:00 p.m. 


AMHERST ISLAND—OWLS AND MORE 

Leaders: Justin Peter (jbpetr@yahoo.ca. 613-858-3744) and 

Jakob Mueller 

Meet: Depart Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre (northeast corner 
near Pizza Pizza; Richmond Rd. and Assaly Rd.) at 
6:30 a.m. sharp. Return to Ottawa approximately 7:00 p.m. We 
hope to arrange car pooling from Lincoln Fields. Please be 
prepared to make a contribution to the drivers for gas. 

This is a full-day excursion during which we will explore 
Amherst Island, near Kingston. This pastoral island, which has a 
patchwork of cultivated land and woodlots, can be a winter-time 
haven for owls. Depending on the conditions, we might observe 
various species including Northern Saw-whet Owl, Snowy Owl. 
Long-eared Owl, Short-eared Owl and Barred Owl. We will also 
look for hawks, eagles, waterfowl, pheasants and anything else of 
interest. We will use the ferry crossing at Millhaven. which is 
south from exit 593 on the 401 (departures to Amherst island 
30 minutes past the hour) and plan to catch the 9:30 a.m. ferry. 

We plan to leave Amherst Island on the 5:00 p.m. ferry (or 6:00 
p.m. for those Who would like to check for Short-eared Owl 
activity). The round-trip cost for ferry service is S9/car at last 
check. There will be some walking over mainly level terrain. 

Wear warm, layered winter clothing and winter boots suitable for 
walking in snow. Bring a packed lunch, snacks, and thcrmos(es) 
with hot beverages. Washroom facilities on the island are limited. 
This trip will not proceed in the case of sustained heavy rain, 
freezing rain or snow storm conditions that create adverse driving 
conditions. If in doubt, contact Justin. 


42 



Tuesday 
11 February 
7:00 p.m. 
Social 


7:30 p.m. 
Presentation 


OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

FLOWER FLIES! FROM POLLINATORS TO 

PREDATORS 

Speaker: Andrew Young 

Location: Salon B, K.W. Neatby Building. Central Experimental 
Farm, 960 Carling Avenue. 

With over 6,000 valid, named species worldwide and 
approximately 490 species found in Canada, Syrphidae is one of 
the largest families of flies. Commonly referred to as flower flies 
or hover flies, syrphid species are notable not only for their 
pollinating behaviour as adults, but for providing a variety of 
valuable ecosystem services as larvae. Adults feed on pollen and 
nectar and are often conspicuous flower visitors, and many 
species are excellent mimics of stinging Hymenoptera. While 
adults are relatively uniform in their behaviour, the larvae are 
extremely diverse for a single family of Diptera. Members of the 
subfamily Syrphinae are mostly carnivorous as larvae, preying 
mainly on soft-bodied insects such as aphids, and are of potential 
use as bio-control agents. Larvae of the huge subfamily 
Eristalinae occupy a diversity of habitats, from tree cavities in 
old-growth forest, to piles of rotting orange peels, to sewage 
treatment plants. Finally, larvae of the small subfamily 
Microdontinae all live in ant nests, and are so strange looking 
they were originally described as molluscs by some early 
taxonomists! This talk will include an overview of general 
Syrphidae biology, highlight their beneficial role in ecosystems 
and agro-ecosystems, and touch on Andrew’s past, present, and 
current research on this fascinating family of flies. It will also 
include tips for observing, identifying, and collecting flower flies 
in the field. 


Please Note: From February onwards OFNC monthly meetings will no longer be 
at the Canadian Museum of Nature. Meetings will be held at the K.W. Neatby 
Building, Central Experimental Farm, 960 Carling Avenue, which is the biggest 
building facing Carling Ave.—the one with the flagpole. There is a big parking lot 
to the east of the building. 


\ 
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Saturday 

15 February 
1:00 p.m. 

to 

4:00 p.m. 

CANADIAN NATIONAL COLLECTION OF INSECTS, 
ARACHNIDS AND NEMATODES (CNC) VISIT 
*Oriented to all ages* 

Leaders: Owen Lonsdale, Hume Douglas and Jeff Skevington 
Meet: at the entrance to the Neatby Building (960 Carling Ave). 
Park in the lot NE of the entrance. Please be prompt. We must 
meet in the lobby and sign you in through security. Latecomers 
may not easily be able to join the group. 

Come and explore the CNC with Owen, Jeff, and Hume. With 
over 17 million pinned insects, our collection is one of the largest 
and most diverse in the world. Hundreds of scientists worldwide 
use the collection for their research and 32 Canadian scientists 
work in the collection facility. The CNC offers insights into 
insect taxonomy and phylogenetics and is an important source of 
data to understand historical changes in global insect populations. 
Understanding invasive and native pests as well as beneficial and 
benign species all revolves around this huge scientific resource. 
The visit will highlight our research and some of the spectacular 
animals in our collection. 

Sunday 

16 February 
9:45 a.m. 

to 

3:00 p.m. 

(in 

Merrickville) 

CROSS-COUNTRY SKI HIKE IN LIMERICK FOREST 
Leader: Stew Hamill (613-269-3415) 

Meet: 9:45 a.m. at Lincoln Fields parking lot, northeast corner 
near Pizza Pizza (Richmond Rd. and Assaly Rd.) for car pooling 
and directions to Merrickville. Fenja Brodo (613-723-2053) will 
meet the group at Lincoln Fields. OR 1 1:00 a.m. at The Village 
Bean Coffee House, 205B Saint Lawrence Street, Merrickville 
ON. 

This is a 4-km return hike to the Craig Road boardwalk in 
Limerick Forest at Merrickville. The short boardwalk overlooks 
the Wolford Bog, an ANSI and provincially significant wetland. 
The hike will be about 2 km in and 2 km back on an easy trail 
through woodland the entire way. Other factors to consider are 
temperature and snow depth. Snow conditions may change how 
we travel on the trail and the boardwalk. This hike will be 
coordinated with the Friends of Limerick Forest. Bring a lunch 
and a warm drink. Dress for the weather. Weather conditions that 
would cancel the event include snowstorm and freezing rain. If in 
doubt, contact Stew or co-ordinator Fenja Brodo at 

613-723-2054. 
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Saturday 

1 March 

10:00 a.m. 

to 

3:00 p.m. 

SNOWSHOE1NG IN STONY SWAMP 

Leaders: Jakob Mueller (Contact jm890_7 A T hotmail DOT 
com) 

Meet: NCC parking lot P6 off Richmond Road, south of Bells 
Corners. 

Get some exercise and explore nature in winter in Ottawa’s 
Greenbelt. We will look for wildlife activity and take in winter 
landscapes and fresh air. Snowshoes are a convenient way to 
explore NCC trails in winter—bring your own. or rent from one 
of the many sporting goods suppliers in Ottawa. Pack a lunch, a 
drink, and dress in layers. (In the unlikely event that there is no 
snow pack, this event will be cancelled.) 

f 

Sunday 

2 March 

9:00 a.m. 

to 

about 

12:00 

noon 

BEGINNERS’ GUIDE TO NATURE 
*Oriented to all ages* 

Leaders: Dave Moore and Bev McBride. 

Meet: Jack Pine Trail, P9 parking lot. This event is limited to 15 
participants. Please register with Dave at redstart@vif.com or 
leave a message with your name and number at 61 3-729-9330. 
Please include a phone number in your email in case we have to 
cancel. 

Join Dave and Bev to find out about nature in the winter. Kids 
are invited. Bring unsalted peanuts or sunflower seeds to pay the 
chickadees for using their habitat. This trip will depend on the 
weather, so if it looks bad it will not go. Dress warmly for the 
weather and bring a snack, your camera and/or binoculars. No 
mosquitoes, guaranteed! ! ! 

Tuesday 

11 M arch 

7:00 p.m. 
Social 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

EARTH, W ATER, FIRE: AN ECOLOGICAL PROFILE OF 
LANARK COUNTY 

Speaker: Dr. Paul Keddy 

Location: Salon B, K.W. Neatby Building, Central Experimental 
Farm, 960 Carling Avenue. 

Dr. Paul Keddy, a wetland scientist of international reputation. 

7:30 p.m. 
Presentation 

has recently authored a book profiling both the natural and the 
human history of nearby Lanark County. From its Precambrian 
shield forests in the west, across limestone alvars, marble 
bedrock to clay plains in the east. Dr. Keddy will describe some 
of the remaining important natural areas in Lanark County, and 
the species that inhabit them. Signed copies of the book ($20) 
will be available from the author. 
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Saturday 

22 March 

7:00 p.m. 

GLIMPSES OF WILDLIFE II—A COLLECTION OF 

SHORT VIDEOS 

Presenter: Jeewa Mendis 

Location: Fletcher Wildlife Garden Interpretation Centre, off 
Prince of Wales Drive. 

Jeewa has captured more wonderful images of wildlife. These 
include activities in the air, on land and in water, of various birds, 
mammals, reptiles and insects. She has a small exhibit of found 
wildlife treasures which will be on view before she shows her 
videos. Refreshments will be served. 

Tuesday 

8 April 

7:00 p.m. 
Social 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

AUSTRALIA THROUGH THE EYES OF A 

MINERALOGIST AND A MARINE BIOLOGIST 

Speaker: Dr. Kathy Conlan 

Location: Salon B, K.W. Neatby Building, Central Experimental 
Farm, 960 Carling Avenue. 

7:30 p.m. 
Presentation 

Joel Grice and Kathy Conlan, scientists at the Canadian Museum 
of Nature, spent a year’s sabbatical in Adelaide, Australia. 

Kathy will give a photo tour from the perspectives of a 
mineralogist and a marine biologist and show some of what they 
learned from their research and travels. Some of their highlights: 
opals in Coober Pedy, the Undara lava tubes, Naracoorte’s 
gigantic fossils and a dive on the Great Barrier Reef. 

Sunday 

13 April 

7:00 p.m. 
to 

10:00 p.m. 

FROGS AND BIRDS AT NIGHT 

Leader: Bernie Ladouceur 

Meet: at Lincoln Fields parking lot, northeast corner near Pizza 
Pizza (Richmond Rd. and Assaly Rd.) for car pooling. 

This trip will consist of roadside stops only, but the roads can be 
muddy and the temperature can drop like a stone when the sun 
sets. Come and hear a little night music! If the weather forecast 
appears to be really unsuitable (constant rain, winds in excess of 

20 kph, or weather too cold for frogs), we will move the trip to 
the Friday or Saturday before on the same weekend, or to the 
Saturday or Sunday on following weekend. Check the OFNC 
Website as the date approaches. 
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Saturday 
26 April 
7:00 p.m. 
to 

10:00 p.m. 


Sunday 
27 April 
8:00 a.m. 
to 

early 

afternoon 


Saturday 
3 M ay 
11:00 a.m 
to 

3:00 p.m. 


OFNC AW ARDS NIGHT 
*Oriented to all ages* 

Location: St. Basil’s Catholic Church off Maitland. Enter from 
Maitland Avenue (east side) just north of the Queensway. BUS 
ACCESS: Bus #85 (along Carling Avenue), get off at Maitland 
Avenue and walk south on Maitland towards the Queensway for 
0.5 kms (~ 7 minute walk). 

Join us for some fun at our annual wine and cheese party to 
celebrate with the honoured winners of our Annual Awards. 
Photographers and artists may exhibit pictures for everyone to 
enjoy. Kids, bring your natural history displays. Back by popular 
demand this year is the Natural History Trivia Quiz! Please see 
centrefold. 

EARLY MIGRANTS AT PARC NATIONAL DE 
PLAISANCE 

Leaders: Mark Gawn and Anouk Hoedeman 

Meet: Parc national de Plaisance entrance on rue Galipeau. just 

north of the ferry dock in Thurso, Quebec. 

This park holds the largest wetlands in the Ottawa area, and the 
trip is timed to coincide with the tail end of the spring waterfowl 
migration. Expect to see many ducks along with early passerine 
migrants. The trip will proceed rain or shine, and waterproof 
footwear is recommended. Bring binoculars and a spotting scope 
if you have one, as some viewing will be distant. There is a $6 
fee to visit the park, payable on entry. The trip will end in the 
early afternoon, and a final stop will be a casse-croute with some 
of the region’s best poutine (but bring a snack to tide you til 
then!). 

TURTLE WATCHING AT MUD LAKE 
Leader: Jakob Mueller (Contact jm890_7 AT holmail DOT com) 
Meet: Entrance to the filtration plant on Cassels Road and 
Britannia Conservation Area (Mud Lake parking area). 

This guided hike will circle Mud Lake looking for spring wildlife 
activity, focussing on basking turtles. Spotting features and 
natural history will be explained for those species found—several 
could potentially be observed in the wetlands, without even 
leaving the city! Bring a snack, binoculars, and dress for the 
weather. Some trails may be muddy, and sunscreen is 
recommended. This event may be postponed or cancelled in the 
event of heavy rain or unseasonable cold. 
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Thursday 
8 May 
to 

Sunday 
11 May 


Tuesday 
13 May 
7:00 p.m. 
Social 


7:30 p.m. 
Presentation 


POINT PELEE BIRDING TRIP 2014 

Leaders: Roy John and John Cartwright 

Our Club is planning another fantastic birding trip to Point Pelee 
and Rondeau Provincial Parks with several birding stops in other 
interesting places on the way down and on the way back. Two of 
our very best birders. Roy and John, have once again taken on the 
responsibility of leading this trip. We have booked rooms at the 
Comfort Inn. Leamington, and we shall charter an air conditioned 
bus with toilet facilities to take us there and back. Cost has not 
been determined, but expect it to be less than $500 which 
includes shared accommodation for three nights and park 
entrance fees. A deposit of $100 will hold your place with the 
remainder to be paid by April 1. Contact Fenja Brodo 
(613 723-2054 or fbrodo@sympalico.cz) to register or to find out 
more. Payment can be made online at our website www.ofnc.ca 
or send a cheque to OFNC, Box 35069, Westgate P.O., Ottawa 
ON K1Z 1A2. 


OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

ALGONQUIN TO ADIRONDACKS: KEYSTONE FOR 
ECOLOGICAL CONNECTIVITY IN EASTERN NORTH 
AMERICA 
Speaker: Ken Buchan 

Location: Salon B, K.W. Neatby Building, Central Experimental 
Farm, 960 Carling Avenue. 

The Algonquin to Adirondacks (A2A) region is a key component 
in a network of ecological connections in eastern North America, 
forming the largest, most intact linkage across the Great Lakes- 
St. Lawrence River waterway. It is vital for maintaining 
biodiversity in eastern North America, and will assume an 
increasingly critical role as climate changes. The Algonquin and 
Madawaska Highlands in the northwest and the Adirondack 
Mountains in the southeast serve as relatively undeveloped and 
lightly populated anchors at either end of the A2A region. The 
area between, however, is more fragmented by urban, agricultural 
and industrial development, and major transportation corridors. 
Ken helped develop the A2A Conservation Initiative in the 1990s 
and currently serves on the boards of the A2A Collaborative and 
the Ottawa Valley Chapter of CPAWS. He will speak about the 
work of these organizations to protect and restore ecological 
linkages through the A2A region. 


48 








Meet Hoot 


QAMd QMtmttecT 

JLM* Nature Shop 

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

1500 Bank Street, Ottawa, ON K1H 7Z1 
(613)521-7333 www.wbu.com/Ottawa 


DEADLINE: Material intended for the April - June issue must be in the editor's 
hands by I February, 2014. Mail your manuscripts to: 

Karen McLachlan Hamilton 
2980 Moodie Drive, Nepean, ON, K2J 4S7 
H: (613) 838-4943; email: hamilton@storm.ca 

ANY ARTICLES FOR TRAIL & LANDSCAPE? 

Have you been on an interesting field trip or made some unusual observations? 
Write up your thoughts and send them to Trail & Landscape. 


URL of our site: 
www.ofnc.ca 


WEBMASTER's email 
webmaster@ofnc.ca 
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